
 

 

Our purpose is to make new disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world. 

 

Wesley Worship 

Schedule 

 8:30  Coffee    

 Fellowship 

9:00  Traditional 

Worship 

11:15  ignite 

Contemporary 

Worship 

 

Church Office Hours 

Mon —Thurs   
 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  

Fun in the Son 2016! 

The dates are set (July 31- 

August 4) and plans are be-

ing made for our VBS-like 

program this summer at 

Richards West Park for chil-

dren age 5-12.  This is a pro-

gram designed for children and families who live in 

the neighborhood near the park, but children from 

Wesley and Zion UMC’s are invited and encour-

aged to join us each night too.   

Join us each night at the park from 5:30 pm – 7:30 

pm, Sunday through Thursday, July 31 – Aug. 4.  

We begin with a meal and then continue with mu-

sic, Bible stories, games and crafts.   

Each year, we have provided backpacks with some 

school supplies to the children who have been 

attending for the week.  Here’s one way that you 

can help us – if able, please donate colored pen-

cils, glue sticks, markers, Crayola crayons, pencils, 

pocket folders and boxes of tissues.  There will be 

a collection box at the church.   

Another way that you can help is to volunteers to 
help with crafts, games, meals, or being a shepherd 
for a group of children.  Watch for a sign-up sheet 
at church soon or  
contact Judy Christy at 
djee@gra.midco.net.   

mailto:djee@gra.midco.net


 

 

Birthdays 

  1   Pam Cote 
       Amber Guseman 
  2   Nicholas Hudson 
       James Johnson II 
       Carolyn Strand 
  3   Cleo Rowe 
  4   Jane Brown 
  6   Benjamin Batstone-Cunningham 
       Andrew Burgess 
10   Eliese Baird 
       Emily Hudson 
11   James Johnson III 
12   Anthony Blake 
13   Dawn Boyd 
       Emily Rash 
       Mavis Willert 
16    Mark Potratz 
17   Greg Bryson 
       Cameron DeMaster 
       Beverly Hopman 
       Joyce Kramer 
       Stephen Murphy 
       Joyce Wicklund 
19   Bev Ford 
       Tammy Rutherford 
20   Taylor Tingwald 
       Jeanette Lindquist 
22   Iris Root 
23   Virgil Haake 
       Markus Van Camp 
25   Carol Clark 
       Janice Tollefson 
27   Snookie Register 
28   Carla Hudson 
   James Kramer 
       Alex Martin 

 
 
29   Jennifer Antes 
       Gene Davis 
30   Lew Schaper 
       Kayli Staskivige 

Anniversaries 
  1  Brian & Nancy Holm 
      Alex & Brittany Peterson 
      Lew & Nancy Schaper 
  2  Lonnie & Carol Lamberson 
  6  James & Frances McConnell 
      Jerry & Marlene Nolte 
      Neil & Cleo Rowe 
  8  Rick & Coleen Asche 
      David & Susan Guseman 
      Arthur & Margaret Hillman 
      Ben & Katie Holien 
12  Steve & Betsy Schlasner 
13  Rev. Jerry & Gail Bass 
16  Jake & Racheal Ann Johnson  
17  Daryell & Mary Ferguson 
      Heath & Kristina Schafer 
18  Bob & Dawn Boyd 
19  Tyler & April Grinde 
20  Mark & Kim Potratz 
      Duane & Aileen Sandwick   
      Edward & Marian Van Duyn 
23  Gordon & Pat Henry 
25  Anthony & Kari Olson 
27  Bill & Dyana Beaton 
      James & Joyce Johnson II 
  David & Diane Daucsavage 
28  Jim & Mary Antes 



 

 A note from The 

PAstor  

I know folks are wondering what all happened/is happening 
within the United Methodist Church in regards to our recent 
General Conference. For my newsletter article this month I 
thought I’d share with you this statement from the council 
of Bishops. It is a good summary of everything that went on 
at General Conference. 

To the people of The United Methodist Church: 

The Council of Bishops brings you greetings in the name of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ who has called us to be 
servant leaders of the church. In 1812, Bishop Francis 
Asbury, Bishop William McKendree and General 
Conference Secretary Daniel Hitt sent the first letter to 
churches following General Conference. This letter seeks to 

revive that tradition. Many bishops will also be communicating individually with their 
own areas. 

Hundreds of lay and clergy delegates from around the world gathered in 
Portland, Oregon, along with bishops and pastors, church members and staff, volunteers 
and visitors, to engage in Christian conferencing, to make decisions for our church’s 
future, to affirm our global connection, to worship and to celebrate God’s faithfulness. 

We celebrated the success of our Imagine No Malaria initiative, which seeks to 
raise $75 million in the fight against malaria, a disease that takes the life of a child in 
Africa every two minutes. We celebrated our ecumenical partnerships as we move in to 
full Communion with the Uniting Church in Sweden and toward full Communion with 
the Moravian church. We celebrated our heritage: the 250th anniversary of our oldest 
church, John Street United Methodist Church, the 200th anniversary of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church, the 150th anniversary of United Methodist Women, the 
25th anniversary of Africa University and others. 

We continued in our acts of repentance with a presentation from the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho tribes about the Methodist involvement in the 1864 Sand Creek massacre. 
We shared in the consecration of deaconesses and home missioners and the 
commissioning of missionaries. We moved toward a global Book of Discipline and 
global Social Principles. We voted to add five new bishops in Africa after 2020, and 
approved a church wide study on our ecclesiology. 

The Episcopal address set the tone for the event, focusing on humility and lifting 
up our accomplishments. We heard from our laity an invitation to members to be more 
involved in making disciples and getting involved in ministries to bring the love of Christ 
to others. We heard our young people say they “are engaged in Christ’s journey with 
energy and love.” We also heard them say clearly that they do not want a divided church 
and urged us to "be in unity even if we do not have unanimity." They give us hope for 
our future. 

The body had difficult and challenging work before it as we acknowledged our 
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differences over human sexuality. Amidst those differences, the delegates 
affirmed they want their bishops to lead and we found ourselves with an 
opportunity for a holy moment. We spoke candidly about what divides us and 
what our church might look like in the future if we dared to consider new 
possibilities. We offered a way forward, postponing decisions about sexuality 
matters and committing to having a different kind of global conversation that 
allows all voices to be heard. 

Our differences do not keep us from being the body of Christ. They do 
not keep us from doing good in the world. They do not keep us from making a 
difference – and so we set forth bold new goals: to make a million new disciples 
of Jesus Christ; to engage 3 million new people to make a difference in the world; 
to transform 400 communities for vital abundant living; to reach a million 
children with lifesaving health interventions; and to double the number of vital 
congregations. 

Most importantly, we affirmed our commitment to stay united. We 
proved that we are more than debates and divisions, more than rules and 
resolutions. We stood together as the body of Christ. As we reflect on our time in 
Portland, our prayer is for unity in the church for the advancement of our mission 
of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

As John Wesley reminded us, “Best of all, God is with us.” 

Signed on behalf of the Council of Bishops, 

Bishop Bruce R. Ough, president of the Council 
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Wesley United Methodist Church 
Minutes for Church Council & Finance Meetings 

April 18, 2016 @ 7:00 PM – Library 
 

Present: Pastor Howie Baird, Penny Millspaugh, Berniece Holm, Judy Chris-
ty, George Wogaman, Doug Williams, John Galegher, Jessica Zerr, Ryan 
Zerr, Steve Schlasner, Katie Stoley 
Absent: Duane Sandwick 
Opening prayer led by Pastor Howie. 
Reciting church purpose: Our purpose is to make new disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world. 
Devotion – Book Study: “Fish or Cut Bait”  
Group discussion of the introduction for the book about components of a winning 
church. Assignment is to read Chapter 1 for next meeting. 
Finance Meeting – Doug Williams & John Galegher reporting 

1)  Discussion regarding funds for apportionment. 16% of offering is to go 
toward apportionments.  

2)  At this point in 2016 there is a net positive of about $6,400. 
3)  Bills up to this point are all current and up to date. 
4)  Summer months historically tend to lag in pledges; encourage that summer 

pledges be paid early or that electronic giving is utilized during summer 

months. 
a.  The QR Code in the bulletin leads directly to donation site.  
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(continued) 
 

5)  Stifel Investments Discussion 
a.  Those that were previously authorized on the Stifel Investment are 

no longer associated with financial committees – those author-
ized were updated as follows: 

   i.   President: Penny Millspaugh (as Council Chair) 
 ii. Vice President: Doug Williams (as Finance Chair) 
 iii. Treasurer: John Galegher (as Treasurer) 
 iv. Secretary: Katie Stoley (as Secretary) 

b. These accounts are for a time when stock is donated to the 
church. 

Council Meeting – Called to order by Penny Millspaugh 
March minutes approved: George Wogaman makes motion, Doug Williams se-
conded motion, none opposed, meeting minutes are accepted as printed. 
Trustees Meeting – Pastor Howie reported 

1) 3rd floor window project is underway 
2) Front step repair underway 
3) 2016-2017 snow removal contract has been signed. The same company 

from 2015-2016 winter will be used again. 
Staff Parish – Ryan Zerr reported that committee did not meet, nothing to report. 
Old Business: No Old Business 
New Business: 

1) Pastor Howie Baird reports: the church received a letter from the Bishop 
regarding Thrive and raising money for the Elisha intern project.  

a. The vision of the Elisha project is to deploy 30 interns 
b. As previous participants in the Elisha project Wesley UMC has 

been asked for help in collecting donations for this project, a lead 
gift with a $2,500 goal. 

c. Goal for congregation: at least half of the $2,500 goal with a plan 
for endowment to match the congregation’s donations to a cer-
tain point. 

d. Fundraising matching to be brought up at the next endowment 
meeting. 

e. Berniece moved, Jessica seconded, all in favor, none opposed. 
2) Summer 2016 

 a. Two services will be maintained throughout the summer. 
3) Vacation Bible School 

a. May not have time at this point to coordinate, but discussion 
about other options, included: back-to-school kick-off, monthly 
family gatherings to coordinate with the summer sermon series. 

4) Katie got engaged J 
Closing Prayer – Pastor Howie  
Meeting Adjourned 
Next meeting to be held Monday, May 16 @ 7:00 PM 
Respectfully submitted by Katie Stoley, Recording Secretary 
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HEY LADIES!  YES YOU! 

I’d like you to select a day to visit the quilters. 
I am not asking for a weekly commitment.  I’d 

like you to see you don’t need to use a machine.  
You are not given a job.  You see if there’s a job 

you would like to do. You decide if you would like to help once a 
month, twice a month, once a week or not at all.  There’s a great 
fellowship you are missing out on.  Come Wednesdays at 1:30, 
leave according to your schedule.  TRY IT! You don’t know what 

you are missing. 

 

The Youth concluded their year with 
a swim party at Splasher’s Water 
Park at the Canad Inn.  We had 
about 18 swimmers who participat-
ed.   This has been a great year for 
our Youth at Wesley.  On average 

we had 12 to 14 participants throughout the year.  
They’ve had lessons on spirituality and studied Bible vers-
es.  They’ve visited our shut-ins.  They worked on putting 
together totes for PATH to help older foster care children 
transition into adulthood.  They’ve traversed winding maz-
es in cornfields, participated in a murder-mystery party, 
and attended an overnight lock-in at the church.  It has 
been a busy year!  Thank you to the parents and others 
who have helped provide the meal on Sunday 
nights.   And, a big thank you to Pastor Howie, Marge My-
rold, Kellie Burgess, Kelsey Tretter, and Katie Stoley for 
their help and leadership.  Finally, thank you to the Youth 
for your participation.  If you have any ideas for next year, 
please let your leaders know!   
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On-line giving 

You can now manage your 

giving on line through our web 

site at gfwesley.org.  Click on 

the “online giving” tab and fol-

low the steps to “make a dona-

tion”.  Or simply scan the QR 

code below.   
 

We thank you for your  

support! 

         

 Offering Received 

             2015      2016 

Prepaid 

Pledges            $14,372.06       $6,200.00  

January         $19,922.87      $23,572.45 

February        $18,656.71        $20,562.68 

March             $21,336.78     $22,926.89 

April       $29,236.40  $20,286.17 

May     $25,286.44  $23,085.38 

   Total           $128,811.26   $116,633.57 
           

SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                      

                        May 1   77 + 62 =   139 
      May 8   56 + 52 =   108 
      May 15  137 + 46 =  183 
        May 22   6 7 + 52=   119 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE  

           May 1   34    

       May 8   21 

       May 15   31 

  

You can register for 
camp on line and 
check out all of the 
Dakotas Camping in-
formation at 
dakcamps.org.  When 

you are registering your child or 
youth, remember that Wesley UMC 
will pay one half of the Early Bird 
fee—call the church office for a spe-
cial code to enter.  Additional funds 
above the 50% may be available if 
needed – please talk to Pastor How-
ie.  There are many camps to choose 
from, including a family camp led by 
Pastor Howie and his family at Storm 
Mountain center in the Black Hills of 
South Dakota on  June 17-19. 
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Mary-Martha Circle for their April meeting gathered at Good 
Samaritan in East Grand Forks, Minnesota.  During their visit 
they made and delivered candy baskets to residents unable 
to get out, two resident men joined them for lunch and the 

basket making.  A good visit was had with residents. 

 

 

 

Fun, Food and Fellowship was enjoyed by many women 

when a Salad Dinner was served by United Methodist 

Women on May 18th. The tables were decorated with 

tea pots and mismatched china plate cups.  Two short 

video’s were shown on Latin America.  A free will donation was 

gathered for missions. 

 

 

 

 

 

Reminder, continue to save your soup labels and box tops. If you 

contribute these to some place other than Wesley--keep track of 

the numbers and we can still get credit for our unit. 

Turn in the amounts to Pat Henry. 

 

An upcoming event sponsored by United Methodist 

Women is a all church picnic to be held in Lincoln Park 

August 2, at 5:30 pm, bring a dish to share and your own 

drink. 

 

May 12th members of New Generation circle and others toured 

the CVIC facility, 8 found it interesting to learn what they do for 

the community. 



 

 

9 

 

A note from Judy --  

I want to express my heartfelt thank you to mem-
bers and friends of Wesley UMC for allowing me to 
serve in ministry with you as Coordinator of Lay 
Ministries for most of 19 years and as bookkeep-
er a couple times over the last several years.  As 
most of you know, I have decided to step down 
from those positions and will no longer be working 
in the Wesley office.  I will miss the opportunity to 
see those of you who come by the office regularly.  

We will be staying in Grand Forks and plan 
to continue to be active at Wesley.  So, this is not a 
farewell note, just a note to let you know that I 
have appreciated my time at Wesley and am sin-
cerely thankful to all of you who have said yes to a 
volunteer opportunity when asked.  And thank you 
to those who have volunteered in many areas that 
make an impact on the life and people of Wes-
ley UMC.   

Thank you also for the kind words, cards, emails 
and gifts that you have shared with me recently. 
And a final thank you to Staff-Parish Relations 
Committee from whom I received a very nice gift of 
a cross necklace as a farewell gift.   

Peace, 

Judy Christy  
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Helen DeMaster and Billie Dixon are leaving June 4 

for Sager Brown in Baldwin, Louisiana on a 8-day 

UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) 

mission trip.  They will meet up with others at 

Brookings, South Dakota and travel by bus to Loui-

siana.  They are taking with them kits that were put together by our 

church.  A briefing on the trip will be given after their return.  Say a  

prayer for their safe trip. 

 

UMCOR needs health kits. Please help us 
complete 40 kits.  Items received by June 1 
will be sent to Sager Brown Depot in Louisi-
ana as part of the Dakotas Conference mis-
sion trip June 4-12.  Please bring your items 
or cash donations to the church.   

Two members of Wesley UMC,  Helen DeMaster and Billie Dixon, will 
be part of the mission team. 
 

We need the following items:  
 26 hand towels 

15" x 25" to 17"x 27" 
kitchen, cleaning and microfiber towels not acceptable 

40 combs 
comb needs to be sturdy and longer than 6" 
no pocket combs or picks, please 
rattail combs and combs without handles are acceptable with 
a minimum of 6" of teeth 

32 metal nail files or clippers 
no emery boards, please 

31 bath-size soaps 
3 oz. and larger sizes only 
no Ivory or Jergens soap due to moisture content 
do not remove from original packaging 

6 adhesive bandages  
¾" to 1" size 
common household Band-Aids 

$40 for toothpaste 

Thank you! 



 

 

The Sunday School year is coming to an end.  The last time 
your children will sing is  Sunday, May 15 at the 9:00 a.m. 
service.  (This is a change from the May 8th date).  Please 
continue to bring your children to Sunday School music as 
the song they are learning is complicated and they could 
use the practice time!  Thanks – Kellie Burgess , Children’s 
Music Leader 
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Thank you to the University of North  

Dakota students who came to Wesley on 

Saturday, April 30 as part of the UND Big 

Event and helped clean up our front  

garden areas. They were a big help! 

 
Heidi Asche: Graduated from Universi-

ty of Nebraska-Lincoln, bachelor’s  
degree in Supply Chain Mgmt. 

Sheila Bjornson: 
Graduated from Northland Community 

College, in  
Respiratory therapy 

Emily Heidbrink:  
Graduated from UND, bachelor’s  

degree in Accountancy 



 

 

 

Phone: 701-772-1869 

Fax: 701-772-1940 

E-mail: gfwesley@midconetwork.com 

Check out the Newsletter online at: 
www.gfwesley.org 
 
Worship Schedule 

See Calendar and front page for worship times 
 
Office hours: Mon. thru Thurs.. 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 
Pastor: ...................................... Reverend Howie Baird 
Bookkeeper:  
Choir Director/Organist: ................... Marjorie Myrold 
Choir Accompanist: .......................... Carol Lamberson 
Secretary: ..……………………………….. Rachelle Bontrager 
 
The Wesley Witness 
A publication of Wesley United Methodist Church.  
Published 12 times each year to keep members and 
friends informed of programs of the church and to 
report news about the Wesley family.  

For our Prayers --- 
  

Those in Care or Assisted Living Facilities: 

At Parkwood:  Jean Beach, Virgil Haake, Beulah Hodges, Emolyn 

Skinner, Lois Weisser; At Wheatland Terrace: Kyle Whitcomb’s 

parents; At Country Estates: Verle Ralston; At Valley Eldercare: 

Joan Bristol, Carol Clark, Dean Hruska; At Mapleview Memory 

Care:  Phyllis Sand;  At Good Samaritan, East Grand Forks: Velma 

Fruetel & Charlene Kotts.   

At Home:  Ole Dahlen, Alice Darling, Marlo Gade, Shirley Hoff, Pat Klokstad, Carolyn 
Strand, Ray Spicer, Marijo Whitcomb’s mother and father.  

If there are people, joys or concerns that you would like to have included in this 
monthly prayer list, please email them to gfwesley@midconetwork.com.  

 If you are interested in being part of a prayer group that will meet at the church to 
pray for joys and concerns expressed in worship on Sunday mornings or shared on 

prayer request cards, please talk to Pastor Howie or Penny Millspaugh. 

 

at  

www.gfwesley.org 

and like us on 

Facebook to keep up 

with what's going on 

at Wesley 
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